Canadian Council of Natural Mothers
Statement on Unaccompanied Children 
in Poverty or in Times of Natural Disasters
When natural—or any—disaster occurs, children may be separated from their families. Of course any child apparently alone in the world engages the immediate sympathy of any moral person. We want to take them under our wings and make it all better. Because what we know is most familiar to us, we assume that our situation will also be the best thing for any child apparently alone in the world. Thus the desire to take children out of a disaster or extreme poverty begins in good intentions.

Unfortunately, there are many assumptions, emotional and cognitive, that are false in this well-intentioned desire. The first is that an unaccompanied child is necessarily an orphan. That child frequently is separated from their family, mother, father, siblings, aunts, uncles, grandparents or extended family members, but not an orphan, especially in disasters. Would you want your child, if separated from you for any reason, to be scooped up and transferred to who knows what country within days? You would likely never be able to find them again. Yet, this is the situation that we put families in when we urge immediate evacuation for adoption in disasters.

A second assumption is that it is in the child's best interest to be immediately taken to a situation better in material things. These children are traumatized by events and separation from their families. Moving them to strange situations compounds rather than solves this trauma. It is seldom recognized by would-be adopters that they will have to deal with the long term effects of trauma, including likely Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, in these children. The familiar is what will most reassure these children and allow them to come to some understanding and comfort in the face of the disaster.
In situations of poverty and disaster, parents and other family members find it difficult to care for their children. It may seem to them that the best thing to do is to seek the help of an orphanage or (to them) apparently wealthy Westerners, to care for their children when they feel they cannot. Often, the parents see this as a temporary measure until they can find the means to support themselves and their children. What despair they will face when they return to reclaim their children and find they have been taken to countries where they can never follow them! Would it not be better to provide the often temporary support they and their children need to remain together?
The United Nations provides guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children in emergency situations: http://www.crin.org/docs/Guidelines_English.pdf.  These guidelines reinforce parental and family care as the best for children, and that they should, in principle, be maintained as close as possible to their own homes. It is never a justification to remove children from their families because that family is poor--poverty should only be a signal to support the family. The United Nations further states that the provision of alternative care should never be undertaken for the primary purpose of furthering political, religious or economic goals of those taking the children.
When children are without documentation and moved quickly into new settings in far countries, the potential for abuse and profiteering is rampant. Many people cast themselves as wanting to adopt for altruistic reasons when they in fact want indentured servants, someone to abuse, or the money that can be extorted from those desperate to adopt. Children are most vulnerable when separated from their parents. 

Speed in adoption fosters shady practices. There have been many examples of children kidnapped, bought, and coerced from their parents in the name of adoption. (One source for this information is http://www.ethicanet.org/adoption/adoption-fraud; there are many others, if a search is done with the keywords 'baby buying for adoption.') Prospective adopters are never told how these children have been acquired for adoption—who would be so callous as to pay thousands of dollars to adopt a child they know is stolen from his or her parents? Yet, it is easy to believe the fond lie that the child was simply found on the doorstep, and ignore the due diligence to discover if this is in fact so.
The Canadian Council of Natural Mothers supports the rights of children to remain with their families and in their own cultures. It encourages those who feel the plight of children in poverty and disasters to consider those organizations which support family preservation and re-integration, and which provide care for children in family settings in their own communities. A list of such charities and organizations is provided below, and will be updated as information and our ability to update it allows.

Our true empathy and caring is shown by our strengthening of the poorest and most vulnerable in the world, not by our contribution to their despair when we take their children from them.
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Organizations Supporting Family Preservation and Re-Integration

SOS Children's Villages

http://www.soschild rensvillages. ca/News/News/ Pages/default. aspx
If you are aware of other organizations which support families in keeping their children in disasters or in poverty, please bring these to the attention of the Canadian Council of Natural Mothers and we will consider whether to add them to our webpage here.  All natural mothers and those who share our goals are invited to join the Canadian Council of Natural Mothers—please see our webpage at http://www.ccnm-mothers.ca/English/AboutUs.htm#Membership .

